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The instant application has been withdrawn from issue for consideration of the 
concurrently filed Information Disclosure Statement citing references from a search report 
received in a corresponding PCT application. 

In addition, Applicants note an error in the Remarks section of the Reply filed 
February 21, 2003. In the Remarks, it was stated that JP *240 did not qualify as § 102(b) art 
because the instant application had the benefit of priority of several Japanese applications. 
Under § 102(b), a reference qualifies as prior art if "the invention was patented or described 
in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, 
more than one year prior to the date of the application for patent in the United States." 
However, under § 363 the effec fo^da^^ application de signating the United 

States is the international filing date ^JP '240 was pu bli^gl( March 2K2000)Jess than a 
year before the international filing date of the present applicatio n (November 10, 2000). 
Thus, JP *240 does not qualify as prior art under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b). 
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Conclusion 

In view of the above, applicants respectfully submit that all f the pending claims are 
in condition for allowance. An early notice to this effect is earnestly solicited. If there are 
any questions regarding the application, or if an examiner's amendment would facilitate the 
allowance of one or more of the claims, the examiner is invited to contact the undersigned 
attorney at the local telephone number below. 
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Customer Number 22428 
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22428 

PATENT TRADEMARK OFFICE 
Telephone: (202)672-5569 
Facsimile: (202)672-5399 



Respectfully submitted, 
By. 

Harold CWegner T/ 
Registration No. 25,258 

Martin S. Sulsky 
Registration No. 45,403 



Should additional fees be necessary in connection with the filing of this paper, or if a petition for extension of 
time is required for timely acceptance of same, the Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge deposit 
account No. 19-0741 for any such fees; and applicants hereby petition for any needed e*tensipn of time. 
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